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Military leaders from the US, Canada, Latin America, and the Caribbean with the exception of Cuba
met in Williamsburg, Virginia, on July 24-25 for the first inter- American defense summit. Agenda
items included regional security, cooperation, and the role of the military in twenty- first century
democracies. The US emphasized the need for more intensive efforts to stop drug trafficking,
while Latin American leaders stressed the changing role of the military and resolving regional
territorial disputes, such as the recent conflict between Peru and Ecuador. Defense ministers and
other representatives from 34 countries met for two days of working sessions and speeches. US Vice
President Al Gore and Defense Secretary William Perry hosted the meeting, which is an outgrowth
of the Summit of the Americas, held in Miami last December (see NotiSur, 12/15/94).
Cuba was the only Latin American country not invited, a reflection of long-standing US pressure
on Fidel Castro's government. Although some Latin American countries criticized the continuing
hard-line US stand, arguing that closer relations between Washington and Havana would do more
to change Castro's attitude than isolation, the US was adamant. "That's a valid point of view. But
our judgement was that we should limit this conference to those nations that are democracies," said
Perry. At the last moment, Chilean Defense Minister Edmundo Perez Yoma canceled his trip to the
US because of high tension at home between the civilian leadership and the powerful military over
assassinations and other human rights abuses by military officers during the 1973-1990 military
dictatorship of Gen. Augusto Pinochet (see NotiSur, 06/02/95 and 06/16/95).
US Defense Secretary Perry gave the welcoming address, emphasizing the importance of mutual
security as a key to better relations among countries in the hemisphere. "(Mutual) security provides
the stability that is the foundation for economic development," said Perry. "As democracies,
we share a commitment to the welfare and security of the more than 600 million people in this
hemisphere. And as neighbors we share a commitment to work together to solve common problems
and to build a brighter future." However, Perry recognized that democracy guarantees neither peace
nor stability. "A variety of challenges threaten regional prosperity, stability, and security," he said.
He also pressed for more openness in defense budgeting and security policy, promising that the US
would conduct no further joint military maneuvers with other nations in the hemisphere unless all
of the other 33 democratic states had first been notified.
In his address to the body, Vice President Gore focused on the high cost of drug trafficking and
predicted that the Cali cartel will be defeated by the "joint efforts" of governments in the region.
"Each of our nations is paying a dreadful price because of this sickness," said Gore. "In my country
alone the cost of drug abuse is now estimated at over $67 billion a year." The vice president praised
Colombian leaders for recent successes in the battle with the cartels. "We can applaud the work of
those like President (Ernesto) Samper and Defense Minister (Fernando) Botero of Colombia, who
are standing up to traffickers, often at tremendous personal risk, demonstrating personal courage,"
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he said (see related story on Colombia in this edition). While the US military could not play a direct
role in anti-narcotics efforts, Gore said, the Pentagon spent more than $600 million last year to
support regional operations in Latin America and the Caribbean. Gore's suggestion that the military
play a more active role in this fight met with some resistance.
"In Bolivia the means to continue the fight exist without the need for militarization," said Social
Defense Secretary Victor Hugo Canelas, asserting that the police were doing a good job controlling
drug smuggling. US-imposed eradication of coca fields has caused major protests in Bolivia, where
a state of siege has been in effect for more than three months (see NotiSur, 06/16/95 and 7/28/95).
Three working groups presented their conclusions to the plenary on the second day of the meeting.
The groups looked at openness and ways to create confidence and security, defensive cooperation,
and the armed forces of the twenty- first century. The group working on defensive cooperation also
discussed continental cooperation for peace missions and anti-narcotics operations.
One of the themes that revealed differences of opinion was collective security and multilateral
military responses in the region. While Canada and Argentina enthusiastically supported the
US-backed interest in continental "peace missions," Mexico, Brazil, and Uruguay strongly
opposed the idea. For example, Argentina's defense minister, Oscar Camilion, spoke in favor
of efforts to "continentalize" defense, and said Argentina and the US were working to promote
"interoperability" of their respective armed forces. In contrast, Mexico an outspoken supporter
of nonintervention has opposed any suggestion of military solutions to hemispheric problems.
To underscore its position, the Mexican government sent its ambassador to the US instead of its
defense minister to the meeting and limited its participation to that of "observer."
US assistant secretary of defense for international security policy Joseph Nye insisted that the US
had no intention of promoting a continental security force that is not under UN control, thereby
dismissing concerns that the US would seek to head a continental force to serve its own political
or strategic interests. Nye acknowledged that the history of US involvement on the continent
"makes the countries of the region worry that a regional peace force could be used as a force
for intervention under US control." The recent border conflict between Peru and Ecuador gave
immediate importance to the issue of territorial disputes. At the closing ceremonies, Brazil's vice
minister for foreign affairs, Sebastiao do Rego Barros, announced on behalf of the four guarantor
countries of the Rio de Janeiro Protocol Brazil, Argentina, Chile and the US that Ecuador and Peru
had agreed to establish a demilitarized zone in the disputed area, which will remain in effect while
talks continue to find a settlement to the 54-year border conflict (see NotiSur, 03/10/95 and 04/28/95).
Before adjourning, Secretary Perry said the participants had reached consensus on the
"Williamsburg principles." Those principles commit the participating countries to: * recognize
that mutual security rests on the preservation of democracy; * acknowledge that military forces
play a critical role in supporting and defending the legitimate interests of sovereign democratic
states; * reaffirm that the armed forces should be subordinate to democratically controlled authority
and within the bounds of national constitutions, and they should respect human rights; * promote
openness in the discussion of defense matters; * set as a goal the resolution of outstanding border
and other disputes through negotiated settlement; * promote greater defense cooperation and
support in meeting security needs, including narcoterrorism. [Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur,
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07/26/95; Agence France-Presse, 07/21/95, 07/22/95, 07/25/95, 07/26/95; Notimex, 07/23/95, 07/26/95;
Reuter, 07/24/94, 07/26/95; La Jornada (Mexico), 07/23/95, 07/27/95]
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